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'Who ? Your betters or your wives ?'' guffawed Lepidus;
then Antonius took him by the arm and led him into the
room beyond. "The world's a stench,'5 Lepidus went on.
"I found my wife being hugged the wrong way round by
one of the guests last night, and today Caesar's been slit. I
forgave my wife, but a man's good-nature won't last for ever.
What do you think about it?3'

"I think you and I are shouldered out of the world," said
Antonius. "But something may happen."

Lepidus showed his large teeth. "I'll wait. I've had a
start already. I belted my wife before I came out. Since
she's the sister of Marcus Brutus, I felt it was first blow to us.
You'd be surprised how that woman loves me."

Antonius said nothing. He knew that the bluff talk of
Lepidus was invented only to fill time in, to deafen the
questions of the situation. What could the pair of them do?
Drink and talk big. The conspirators had everything
favourable; they had destroyed their opponents with a
blow; the powerful Caesarian party had dissolved in less
than an hour; there was no resistance except among the
unorganised proletariat, and Antonius had the soldier's con-
tempt for a mob. Unless the conspirators bungled things
incredibly, they would control the State by the morrow;
they would enrol a militia of upper-class youths; and the
.discontent of the workers and veterans, diffused and spas-
modic* would end with a few puerile brawls. There was
nothing to stop the conservative reaction,

"Something to drink?"

"Blood of the grape," grumbled Lepidus. "Can't you
see I'm drunk already, you fool? Get some wine at once.'*

THE senators began to arrive on the Capitol, almost as brisk
in responding to the call as they had been in running from
the Curia, The shock had passed. Caesar was but a man
;after all, and he had no successor. No more was needed than
over the mob that would naturally be restive
or two; then everything would revert to normal,
oidy an episode* A man, dropt ia inid-ocean,
.^ waters, but after a while his muscks failed and
% oyerM& feeadV a&4 ocean remained. The

